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David Moore: is thisreally part of the ‘Horsham Experience’?

t'sinteresting how

one always associates

certain words or

phrases with a specific

meaning. Forexample,
when people talk about the
‘Horsham Experience’, what
springs tomind are things
like our historic town centre,
Causeway, shops, calés and
restaurants? One wouldn’t
normallyinelude the price
of housing within this
description.

Yet thisis what happened
when one of the town’s estate
agents produced information
toshow that Horsham had
bucked thenational trend
once again. Apparently, the
national picture for houses
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pricesin 2012 showed a one per

cent drop in value compared
to 2011,

On the other hand, it
was said that the average
property price in the town had
increased by somenine per
centin the same period, whilst

the price of a typical terraced
house had increased by an
astonishing15 per cent in one
year. Ifits true, it’s obviously
good newsifyou're selling,
especiallyifthe planisto
move to acheaper part of the
country.

Mind you, when you think
about this carefully, this does
seem to be a worrying trend
in what we can still describe
asamarket town. Experience
inother places has shown
that such large escalations
in housing prices can easily
lead toa frenzy of property
building and, in no time at
all, any market town feel has
completely disappeared.

Property price escalation
doesno favours with respect
tothe need for affordable
housing for our children
and grandchildren. Oncea
dramatic escalation in housing
price oceurs at the lower end of
the market, itslikely to mean
that the local people, who
want torent or have a desire to
become a first time buyer, can’t
afford it. The only options open
to themare to either continue
to live with their parentsor to
move toacheaper area.

The otherrisk that goes
hand in hand with rapid price

escalation isthatit canlead
to the wrong type of property
being built. It's obviously
more financially attractive to
adeveloper to build the larger
four or five bedroom detached
properties than to build the
smaller type of properties that
fall within what we would
describe asaffordable housing.
We can’t afford the future of
ourtown and the surrounding
countryside to be driven by
developers or estate agents.
They clearly have an important
role to play but sensible
constraints have to be applied.
Most people believe that
new houses will be built
in Horsham District. The
important question to be
resolved is the number, type
and location. The main battle
will probably revolve around
the strategic sites selected by
the council for future house
building. Hopefully, a decision
to create anew market town
will play an important partin

minimising the effects on the
existing settlements.

Let’s build the homes we
require to suit ourlocal needs
in the right places without
destroying the countryside
around the town. What we
don’t need is any suggestion
that escalating house prices
areanintegral part of the
‘Horsham Experience’. If we
getitwrong, it could easily
be an integral part ofa future
‘Horsham Destruction.

The Horsham Society is
concerned about the past,
presentand future of the
town. It seeks to promote good
planning and design for the
built environment and open
spaces. Membership of the
Horsham Societyisopento
anyone, who shares these
concerns.

For more information, visit
ourwebsite

wunw.horshamsociety.org

Or telephone 01403 261640.



